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CHRISTMAS PASTORAL LETTER 

OF HIS BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV 

  

Most Reverend Archbishops and Metropolitans, 

God-loving Bishops, Very Reverend Clergy, Venerable Monastics, 

Dearly Beloved Brothers and Sisters, 

in Ukraine and throughout the world 

 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,  
good will toward men (Lk 2:14) 

 

Christ is born!  Glorify Him! 

 

Beloved in Christ! 

 

Today we share with you a great joy that was first received and shared by nameless 

shepherds of Bethlehem, who outdoors in an open field watched over their flock in the 

middle of the night. As described by the evangelist Luke, when an angel of the Lord 

appeared to them, at first, they were filled with fear. But the angel spoke to them: “Fear not, 

for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is 

born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord” (Lk 2:10-11). And then, 

when the shepherds heard the angelic choirs sing, “Glory to God in the highest,” they said 

to one another: “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which 

the Lord has made known to us” (Lk 2: 15). And they went, they found Mary and Joseph 

with the Child, and, having given them due reverence, went out and told others about Jesus. 

The good news of Christmas is a feast of trust—not only of trust shared among us, 

human beings, but, above all, of God’s trust in humankind. We often speak of our faith in 

God, but rarely do we make note of God’s good will towards us, His faith and trust in us. 

The Lord entrusted the first good news about the birth of the Divine Child to simple 

shepherds, and then He shared the Good News of the Gospel with the myrrh-bearing 

women, with fishermen and tax-collectors—with simple and largely unknown people. 

In Christ’s Nativity, the Heavenly Father entrusts His Only-begotten Son to humanity, 

and God becomes man! The angelic choir proclaiming “peace on earth to men of good will” 

speaks to the fact that God sees man as worthy of his trust and favour, preference and good 

will (which is how we literally translate the Greek term, eudokia). He sees us as good and 

believes in us. He sees us not only as we are today, with all our weaknesses and sinfulness, 
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our poverty and perplexity. The Son of God sees in us His Image. In His incarnation, He 

takes on our human nature and teaches us to see Him, the Saviour of the world, in a small 

child. Seeing us as people of His good will, He sees us as those who we can become by the 

power of His grace just as loving parents see in their child a talented future writer or artist, 

a good mother or tender and responsible father, the leader of a people or their mighty 

protector. 

In this Christmas mystery, the figure of the Theotokos personifies the trust that we 

humans should foster towards our Creator and Saviour, in response to God’s trust in us. 

The Mother of God, who holds in her arms the tiny Jesus in a cold stable, teaches us that we 

can and must trust God and our neighbour, since the Lord loved us first and entrusted 

Himself to us. In receiving the word of the archangel, she gives God space in her own body, 

gives Him her humanity—her human nature. Then St. Joseph, the guardian of Jesus and His 

Mother, having learned that Mary is pregnant, at first thinks of quietly releasing her. But, 

when the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said: “Joseph, son of David, do 

not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit” 

(Mt 1:20), he believed, entrusted himself to God, and did everything as the angel 

commanded, justifying the Lord’s trust in him. 

We live in a world where trust is not merely wounded, but under constant attack. A 

great crisis of trust is felt in different spheres of social and even church life. Through new 

communication technologies, the manipulation of truth, which has always existed 

throughout human history, today is carried with lightning speed all over the globe. We no 

longer know what to believe and whom to trust. Our understanding is permeated with the 

conviction that in the world there is no truth and no justice, and that at every step there is 

only deception, falsehood, and duplicity. 

This dramatic situation is illustrated in the icon of the Nativity. The evil spirit, depicted 

in the form of an elderly man dressed in sheepskin, tempts Joseph, seeking to give rise to 

doubt in him regarding the Child and His Mother. This should surprise no one, for the devil, 

as the father of lies (see Jn 8:44) at every step seeks to sow mistrust and doubt regarding 

God’s good will towards us, and fosters interpersonal conflict at all levels, in personal, 

family, and community life. 

The current pandemic has further increased this crisis of trust. Given that the virus 

hides inside a person, the other for me becomes a potential source of illness, and even death. 

This introduces into human relations elements of suspicion, fear, and escape. 

Our attitude towards social and government institutions is also marked by mistrust. 

Various conspiracy allegations regarding the safety of the coronavirus vaccine augment a 

mistrust of authority, that is already prevalent in our society, and bring out in our fellow 

citizens even greater confusion and fear for the future. People don’t believe the government 

and other institutions called to care for the common good and for social health services, as 

is their responsibility. Possibly, because of the history of the 20th century, post-Soviet 

societies have a greater tendency, than do other parts of the world, to disbelieve government 

institutions, and thus easily become susceptible to all sorts of manipulation and 



Page 3 of 4 
Вих. ВА 21/354 ENG 

 

  

propaganda. Similarly, in the politically polarized countries of the Western world, the 

spreading of fear and mistrust is also utilized as an instrument of political warfare. 

However, it is important to remember that when we adopt a principle of “I don’t believe 

anyone,” we always play into someone else’s hands, someone exploits our disappointment 

for their own purposes. Mistrust destroys human relations at all levels. Mistrust destroys 

the family, society, a people, and nation! 

In response to our present-day temptations regarding mistrust, the Lord Himself 

comes in order to reveal the truth and embrace us with His trust. On the vigil of the Nativity, 

we sing: “You have shone forth from a Virgin, O Christ, rational Sun of Righteousness. And 

a star showed You, Whom nothing can contain, contained in a cave. You led Magi to 

worship You and along with them we magnify You: Glory to You, O Giver of Life” (Vespers 

Troparion). To celebrate Christ’s Nativity is to trust the Divine Child who conquers death 

and, by accepting human life, brings the gift of His Divine Life. Christmas is not some 

devotional tale but a unique event in history, which bears witness to the Lord’s trust in 

humankind. God believes in His creation. He believes in us more than we believe in 

ourselves. 

Through faith in God, in His birth among us, let us restore our trust in a humanity that 

searches for Him! Let us be people of God’s favour and let us learn to place our favour in 

others—to see in them their good characteristics, gifts and talents, abilities, and elevated 

spirit. Although today the circumstances of a spreading virus at times require us to cover 

with protective masks our mouths and nostrils, but in God’s name, let us not close off our 

hearts to others! Let others see joy, love, and goodness in our eyes! Indeed, in the midst of 

the challenges and trials of the pandemic, let us be heralds of Divine good will. 

My wish is that, following the example of the Holy Family, our families be a place of 

mutual respect, love, and trust. I especially ask you, beloved parents, to foster a spirit of 

trust in your children, so that, when they encounter the challenges of this world, they know 

that they can always count both on you and on our Lord God, who entrusted them into your 

care. At various stages of your children’s growth, cultivate and build trust and mutual 

respect in joy, love, and patience. Be for them their first teachers of profound faith, an 

example of fervent prayer, encourage them to serve their neighbour at an early age. Give 

the greatest of attention to the time of transition from childhood to youth, take care that 

your children know how to distinguish between the false and the authentic, between divine 

truth and diabolical falsehood. May your offspring know that not only you believe in them 

and are able to see their future in realized talents and divine gifts, developed in their souls, 

but that our Lord God Himself believes in them and calls on them to do His good works in 

the world. 

And so, let us celebrate Christmas together! Wherever we may be, through mutual trust 

let us create today our own Bethlehem! Those who celebrate in their family circle—with 

sincere joy. Those who are compelled to be far from your loved ones—with a sense of 

spiritual unity. Those who are able to come to church—with a profound experience of the 

feast’s solemnity and with love for Christ who gives Himself to us as spiritual food as a sign 
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that He believes in us. Those who participate in divine services online—with a blessed 

longing for our brothers and sisters in Christ. Let each of us share our Christmas joy with 

one another—any way we can! And may the traditional Ukrainian carol resound 

throughout. 

Dear brothers and sisters! This festive day I express to you my trust and faith, that you 

yourselves intuitively sense how to properly greet the newborn Saviour, and know how to 

share the joy of this encounter with those at your side. With Christ’s Nativity, I warmly greet 

you all: from East to West, from North to South—in Ukraine and abroad, on all the 

continents of the world. In a special way, I unite myself to those who are sad or feel lonely, 

to all who labour far from home and precisely in this moment experience the absence of 

their loved ones and miss the warmth of the family home. I express my condolences to those 

families for whom this year it is painful to sit at Christmas Eve supper, when at the table 

there is an empty seat, not long ago occupied by a father or mother, husband or wife, brother 

or sister, son or daughter. With tearful eyes be joyful in the faith that today your loved ones 

are celebrating in heaven. I share my Christmas joy with our elderly—grandmothers and 

grandfathers, and also with the needy. I sincerely greet our soldiers on the front line—our 

pride. My thoughts fly to our prisoners of war and those held captive: in conveying my 

Christmas greeting I encourage you to not lose spirit, for our Lord God Himself believes in 

you. I greet our children and youth—our future, and wish that today your smile not leave 

your face, and that your joy be full. 

From the bottom of my heart, I wish all of you the authentic joy of the children of God, 

a tasty kutia, a cheerful celebration of Christ’s Nativity, and a happy, peaceful, and blessed 

New Year! 

 

Christ is born!  Glorify Him! 

 

 

 

 

† SVIATOSLAV 

 

Given in Kyiv 

at the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ, 

on the day of the all-praiseworthy Apostle Andrew the First-called 

the 13th of December (30th of November) in the 2021st Year of our Lord 


